What really happened to Margaret Panting? 

Mrs Margaret Panting died on 6th July 2001, aged 78 years. 
Five weeks earlier her son-in-law had removed her from sheltered accommodation to care for his three children after he suffered a heart attack.  

Pathologist, Professor Guy Rutty examined Mrs Panting’s body just hours after she died.  His report noted more than 100 injuries to Mrs Panting’s body, including bruises, cuts and cigarette burns.  On 25th June 2002 he reported to the inquest in Sheffield: 

“This lady had been repeatedly struck blows to her body, she’s been excessively gripped, she’s been burnt and she’s probably also been cut with a sharp implement.  I was faced with quite a task because her body was in a considerable state.  There were injuries throughout her body, including grazes, black eyes, extensive bruising to the face and chest and there were recent cuts to her stomach and chest – the sort you might make with a razor blade.”

There were also bruises to Mrs Panting’s legs and feet, wounds to her mouth, cigarette burns on her back and armpits, and a deep wound to the top of her head.  The injuries were ruled too extensive to have been self-inflicted.  
Professor Guy Rutty, expressed the belief that her death may have been caused by smothering, but was unable to categorically prove this.  Neither Professor Rutty, nor forensic pathologist Dr Naomi Carter, could confirm the exact cause of death.

Mrs Panting’s son-in-law, Mr Peter Biggin, and his two sons had been arrested on suspicion of murder after a post mortem had been carried out on Mrs Panting.  All three were subsequently released when police deemed it impossible to prove who was responsible for her injuries.  
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